Contralateral deafness post head injury without temporal bone fractures.
We report an unusual case of contralateral deafness in a 31-year-old man after an uncomplicated blunt force head injury. The patient was presented with a left-sided head injury and complained of profound deafness in his right ear, dysequilibrium, and vertigo. Pure tone audiogram revealed total sensorineural deafness in the right ear. A high-definition computed tomography scan demonstrated no radiological evidence of bony injuries or a fistula. His dysequilibrium had improved 2 months later, but his vertigo and hearing loss persisted. We will discuss several possible mechanisms of injury that may result in deafness after head injury without bony fractures. The literature has been reviewed. Although deafness is not an uncommon complication of head injuries, its presentation in the contralateral ear in the absence of temporal bone fractures following head injury has not been reported before in the medical literature.